
A Comprehensive Guide to GCSE Combined
Science: Understanding the Curriculum,
Assessment, and Exam Preparation
GCSE Combined Science is a two-year secondary school qualification in
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland that combines the study of biology,
chemistry, and physics.
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It is a popular choice for students who want to pursue a career in science
or medicine, but it can also be beneficial for those who want to develop
their scientific literacy and problem-solving skills.

The GCSE Combined Science Curriculum

The GCSE Combined Science curriculum is divided into three main areas:

Biology

Chemistry

Physics
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Each area is further divided into a number of topics, which are covered in
more detail in the following sections.

Biology

The biology component of GCSE Combined Science covers a wide range
of topics, including:

Cells and their functions

Biological molecules

Genetics

Evolution

Ecology

Chemistry

The chemistry component of GCSE Combined Science covers a wide
range of topics, including:

States of matter

Chemical reactions

Acids, bases, and salts

Metals and non-metals

Organic chemistry

Physics



The physics component of GCSE Combined Science covers a wide range
of topics, including:

Motion

Forces

Energy

Electricity

Waves

The GCSE Combined Science Assessment

GCSE Combined Science is assessed through a combination of written
exams and practical coursework.

The written exams are worth 80% of the final grade and consist of two
papers: Paper 1 and Paper 2.

Paper 1 is a multiple-choice exam worth 40% of the final grade, while
Paper 2 is a structured questions exam worth 60% of the final grade.

The practical coursework is worth 20% of the final grade and consists of a
series of experiments that students carry out in the laboratory.

Exam Preparation Strategies

There are a number of things that students can do to prepare for their
GCSE Combined Science exams:

Attend all classes and take notes



Read the textbook and make sure that you understand the
concepts

Practice answering exam-style questions

Carry out the practical coursework experiments

Review your notes and practice questions regularly

Get a good night's sleep before the exam

Eat a healthy breakfast on the day of the exam

Arrive at the exam hall early

GCSE Combined Science is a challenging but rewarding qualification that
can open up a wide range of opportunities.

By understanding the curriculum, assessment, and exam preparation
strategies, students can give themselves the best possible chance of
success.

Additional Resources

OCR GCSE Combined Science

AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy

Eduqas GCSE Science

BBC GCSE Bitesize Science

Khan Academy AP Biology
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