
From Boneshakers to Bradley Wiggins: A
History of the Bicycle in Britain
The bicycle has a long and fascinating history in Britain, dating back to the
early 19th century. The first bicycles, known as boneshakers, were invented
in the 1860s and were made of wood and metal. They were uncomfortable
to ride and had no brakes, but they were still popular with wealthy riders.

In the 1880s, the safety bicycle was invented. This new type of bicycle had
two wheels of the same size, a chain drive, and brakes. It was much more
comfortable and safer to ride than the boneshaker, and it quickly became
the most popular type of bicycle in Britain.
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The bicycle played an important role in the development of British society. It
gave people a new way to get around, and it helped to promote tourism
and recreation. The bicycle also played a role in the women's suffrage
movement, as it gave women a new sense of independence and mobility.
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In the early 20th century, the bicycle continued to be popular in Britain. It
was used for transportation, recreation, and sport. In the 1920s and 1930s,
British cyclists such as Alf Goullet and Reg Harris won gold medals at the
Olympic Games.

After the Second World War, the popularity of the bicycle declined in
Britain. This was due in part to the rise of the automobile. However, in the
1970s, there was a resurgence of interest in cycling. This was due in part to
the environmental movement and the growing popularity of fitness.

In the 21st century, the bicycle continues to be popular in Britain. It is used
for transportation, recreation, and sport. In 2012, Bradley Wiggins became
the first British cyclist to win the Tour de France.

The bicycle has had a significant impact on British society. It has given
people a new way to get around, and it has helped to promote tourism and
recreation. The bicycle has also played a role in the women's suffrage
movement and the environmental movement.

Timeline of the Bicycle in Britain

* 1860s: The first bicycles, known as boneshakers, are invented. * 1880s:
The safety bicycle is invented. * 1890s: The bicycle becomes the most
popular type of transportation in Britain. * 1920s and 1930s: British cyclists
such as Alf Goullet and Reg Harris win gold medals at the Olympic Games.
* 1940s: The popularity of the bicycle declines in Britain after the Second
World War. * 1970s: There is a resurgence of interest in cycling in Britain. *
2012: Bradley Wiggins becomes the first British cyclist to win the Tour de
France.



The Bicycle Today

The bicycle continues to be popular in Britain today. It is used for
transportation, recreation, and sport. There are many different types of
bicycles available, from road bikes to mountain bikes to BMX bikes. There
are also many different ways to get involved in cycling, from joining a
cycling club to volunteering for a cycling charity.

Cycling is a great way to stay active and healthy. It is also a great way to
get around town and to explore the countryside. If you are looking for a new
way to get around, or if you are just looking for a fun and healthy activity,
cycling is a great option.

Here are some tips for getting started with cycling:

* Choose the right bike for you. There are many different types of bicycles
available, so it is important to choose one that is the right size and type for
your needs. * Get fitted for your bike. A bike that is the wrong size can be
uncomfortable and inefficient. A bike shop can help you get fitted for the
right bike. * Wear a helmet. Helmets are essential for protecting your head
in the event of a fall. * Be aware of your surroundings. When you are
cycling, it is important to be aware of your surroundings and to be alert to
traffic. * Follow the rules of the road. Cyclists are required to follow the
same rules of the road as motorists. * Have fun! Cycling is a great way to
get around, stay active, and explore your surroundings.
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