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The Western United States is home to a rich and diverse array of reptiles
and amphibians. These fascinating creatures inhabit a wide range of
habitats, from deserts and mountains to forests and wetlands. They play
important roles in their ecosystems, serving as predators, prey, and
indicators of environmental health.

Reptiles
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Desert tortoises are found in the deserts of the southwestern United States.
They are slow-moving, herbivorous reptiles that can live for over 100 years.
Desert tortoises have a hard shell that protects them from predators and
the harsh desert environment.
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Western diamondback rattlesnake

Western diamondback rattlesnakes are the largest venomous snakes in the
United States. They are found in the deserts and grasslands of the
southwestern United States. Western diamondback rattlesnakes are
ambush predators that eat rodents, birds, and lizards. They are known for
their loud rattles, which they use to warn potential threats.

Lizards

Lizards are a diverse group of reptiles that can be found in a variety of
habitats throughout the Western United States. Some of the most common
lizards include:
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Chuckwallas are large, spiky lizards that are found in the deserts of the
southwestern United States.

Sagebrush lizards are small, brown lizards that are found in the
sagebrush steppe of the western United States.

Western fence lizards are bright green lizards that are found in a
variety of habitats throughout the Western United States.

Turtles

Turtles are a group of reptiles that are found in both aquatic and terrestrial
habitats throughout the Western United States. Some of the most common
turtles include:

Red-eared sliders are semi-aquatic turtles that are found in ponds and
rivers throughout the United States.

Western pond turtles are small, aquatic turtles that are found in ponds
and streams in the western United States.

Desert tortoises are terrestrial turtles that are found in the deserts of
the southwestern United States.

Amphibians

Tiger Salamanders



Tiger salamanders are large, aquatic salamanders that are found in the
mountains and forests of the Western United States. They are carnivorous
amphibians that eat a variety of invertebrates, including insects, worms,
and mollusks. Tiger salamanders have a unique life cycle, which includes
both aquatic and terrestrial stages.
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Pacific tree frog

Pacific tree frogs are small, green frogs that are found in the forests and
woodlands of the Western United States. They are arboreal amphibians
that spend most of their lives in trees. Pacific tree frogs have a distinctive
call, which can be heard during the spring and summer months.
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Toads

Toads are a group of amphibians that are found in a variety of habitats
throughout the Western United States. Some of the most common toads
include:

American toads are large, warty toads that are found in a variety of
habitats throughout the United States.

Woodhouse's toads are small, brown toads that are found in the
grasslands and woodlands of the Western United States.

Great Basin spadefoot toads are medium-sized, burrowing toads that
are found in the deserts of the southwestern United States.

Ecological Importance

Reptiles and amphibians play
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