
Horse Hunts: A Desert Manhunt (Smoke Tree
Mystery 2)
Deep within the desolate expanse of the Mojave Desert lies a chilling tale
that has haunted the annals of American crime for over a century. The
Horse Hunts Desert Manhunt and the Smoke Tree Mystery are intertwined
sagas of murder, greed, and the pursuit of justice.

The Disappearance of Martin Heiskell

In the early hours of July 29, 1924, a prominent cattleman named Martin
Heiskell vanished without a trace. His abandoned car was discovered near
Smoke Tree Well, a remote watering hole in the California desert. As days
turned into nights, a massive search operation ensued, but there was no
sign of the missing man.
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As the mystery deepened, suspicions fell upon two unlikely individuals:
Wilbur "Horse" Hunts and Albert Patterson. Hunts, a former rodeo
performer, had a shady past with run-ins with the law. Patterson, a drifter
who worked as a cook for Hunts, was also suspected of involvement.

The Manhunt

With the clock ticking, authorities launched a manhunt that spanned the
vast desert. The rugged terrain and lack of evidence made the search a
formidable challenge. Nevertheless, relentless pursuers tracked the
suspects to a cave near Piute Mountain.

The Capture

On August 15, 1924, Hunts and Patterson were cornered. A fierce shootout
ensued, leaving Patterson dead and Hunts wounded. The capture of one
suspect brought a glimmer of hope in solving the enigma.

The Smoke Tree Confession

As his wounds healed, Hunts agreed to reveal the truth. He confessed to
killing Heiskell in a fit of rage over a stolen horse. The victim's body, he
claimed, was concealed beneath a smoke tree near the well.

The Discovery of the Body

Guided by Hunts' confession, authorities searched the desolate landscape
around Smoke Tree Well. Days later, they stumbled upon a gruesome
discovery. Beneath the withered branches of a smoke tree, they found the
skeletal remains of Martin Heiskell.



The Mystery Unveiled

The location of the body confirmed Hunts' story, but many questions
remained unanswered. Why had the suspects targeted Heiskell? How did
they plan and execute the murder? And who was responsible for
Patterson's death?

The Motive

Investigators delved into the suspects' backgrounds and discovered a
tangled web of greed and desperation. Hunts had been involved in a land
dispute with Heiskell, and Patterson was allegedly aware of a cache of gold
the cattleman had hidden in the desert.

The Aftermath

Wilbur Hunts was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison,
where he died in 1957. The Smoke Tree Mystery remains one of the most
gripping unsolved crimes in American history. To this day, historians and
criminologists continue to speculate on the secrets that lie buried in the
unforgiving sands of the Mojave Desert.

The Smoke Tree Legacy

The Smoke Tree Well, once a desolate watering hole, has become a
somber landmark symbolizing the tragedy that unfolded nearby. The
twisted branches of the smoke tree, beneath which Heiskell's body was
found, serve as a haunting reminder of the darkness that can conceal
within the human heart.



The Horse Hunts Desert Manhunt and the Smoke Tree Mystery are a
gripping tale of deception, greed, and the relentless pursuit of justice. The
search for the truth ultimately led to the discovery of a grizzly crime, but the
mystery surrounding the motives and the full extent of the suspects' actions
may never be fully resolved. Nonetheless, the story of the Smoke Tree
Mystery continues to captivate and intrigue generations of true crime
enthusiasts, leaving a lasting mark on the annals of American criminal
history.
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