
How Lucky: A Literary Masterpiece by Will
Leitch
Will Leitch's "How Lucky" is a captivating contemporary American novel
that delves into the complex tapestry of family dynamics, identity
exploration, and the profound impact of grief and loss. Through its relatable
characters and evocative storytelling, the novel invites readers on an
emotional journey that ultimately celebrates the resilience of the human
spirit.
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Themes

Family Bonds: Leitch explores the intricate relationships within a
family, delving into the complexities of love, loyalty, and the challenges
that can arise between loved ones.

Identity Exploration: The characters in "How Lucky" embark on
personal journeys of self-discovery, navigating the complexities of
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adolescence, adulthood, and the search for meaning in life.

Grief and Loss: The novel confronts the raw emotions and
transformative experiences associated with loss, exploring the ways in
which individuals cope with tragedy and find solace.

Hope and Resilience: Amidst the trials and tribulations faced by the
characters, Leitch weaves a thread of hope and resilience,
demonstrating the strength of the human spirit to persevere through
adversity.

Characters

Matt Dean: The protagonist of the novel, Matt is a young man who is
struggling to come to terms with his sister's death and his own path in
life.
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Katie Dean: Matt's beloved sister who died in a tragic accident, Katie's
presence haunts the novel as her absence casts a shadow over her
family's lives.
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Anne Dean: Matt's mother who is struggling to cope with the loss of
her daughter and rebuild her broken family.
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Stephen Dean: Matt's father who retreats into isolation and alcoholism
as a way of coping with his daughter's death.

Literary Techniques

Stream of Consciousness: Leitch employs stream of consciousness
to delve into the innermost thoughts and emotions of his characters,
providing readers with a raw and intimate glimpse into their minds.

Flashbacks and Time Shifts: The novel seamlessly blends present-
day events with flashbacks to the past, creating a multifaceted
narrative that enriches the characters' development and the story's
emotional impact.

Symbolism and Metaphor: Leitch uses a range of literary devices,
such as symbolism and metaphor, to deepen the story's meaning and
convey complex emotions.
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Lyrical Prose: The novel's prose is lyrical and evocative, drawing
readers into the characters' world and capturing the raw beauty of
everyday moments.

"How Lucky" is a literary tour de force that captivates readers with its
relatable characters, thought-provoking themes, and innovative storytelling
techniques. Will Leitch's masterful use of language and his profound
understanding of the human experience create a novel that is both
emotionally resonant and intellectually stimulating. Through the journey of
Matt Dean and his family, "How Lucky" ultimately conveys a message of
hope and resilience, reminding us of the enduring power of love and the
transformative strength of the human spirit.
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