Identity Brand Power Elements In Politics And
Society In Southeast Asia

|dentity branding is a powerful tool that can be used to mobilize support,
build coalitions, and shape public opinion. In politics and society, identity
branding can be used to create a sense of belonging and shared purpose
among a group of people. It can also be used to differentiate a group from
others, and to create a positive or negative image of a group in the minds
of the public.
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In Southeast Asia, identity branding has been used by political leaders and
social movements to achieve a variety of goals. For example, in Indonesia,
the former president Suharto used identity branding to create a sense of
national unity and to legitimize his authoritarian rule. In Malaysia, the
former prime minister Mahathir Mohamad used identity branding to
promote the interests of the Malay majority and to marginalize the Chinese
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and Indian minorities. In Thailand, the Red Shirt movement has used
identity branding to mobilize support for its pro-democracy agenda.

The Power of Identity Branding

|dentity branding is a powerful tool because it can tap into deep-seated
emotions and beliefs. When people identify with a group, they are more
likely to support the group's goals and values. They are also more likely to
trust the group's leaders and to believe the group's message.

In politics, identity branding can be used to mobilize support for a particular
candidate or party. It can also be used to build coalitions between different
groups. For example, in the United States, the Democratic Party has used
identity branding to appeal to African Americans, Latinos, and women. In
Europe, the far-right party Alternative for Germany has used identity
branding to appeal to white nationalists and anti-immigrant voters.

In society, identity branding can be used to create a sense of belonging and
shared purpose among a group of people. It can also be used to
differentiate a group from others, and to create a positive or negative image
of a group in the minds of the public. For example, in the United States, the
Black Lives Matter movement has used identity branding to raise
awareness of police brutality against African Americans. In Europe, the
LGBTQ+ movement has used identity branding to promote the rights of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer people.

The Challenges and Risks of Identity Branding

While identity branding can be a powerful tool, it also comes with a number
of challenges and risks. One challenge is that identity branding can be



divisive. When people identify with a group, they may become more hostile
towards other groups. This can lead to conflict and violence.

Another challenge is that identity branding can be used to manipulate
people. Political leaders and social movements may use identity branding
to create a false sense of unity or to exploit people's fears and prejudices.
This can lead to authoritarianism and oppression.

Finally, identity branding can be difficult to change. Once a group has been
branded in a certain way, it can be difficult to rebrand it. This can make it
difficult for groups to adapt to changing circumstances or to overcome
negative stereotypes.

Recommendations for Using Identity Branding Effectively

Given the challenges and risks associated with identity branding, it is
important to use it carefully and effectively. Here are a few
recommendations:

= Be clear about your goals. \What do you want to achieve with your
identity branding? Are you trying to mobilize support, build coalitions,
or shape public opinion? Once you know your goals, you can develop
a branding strategy that is tailored to achieve them.

= Be authentic. Your identity branding should be based on genuine
values and beliefs. Don't try to be something you're not. People will be
able to tell if your branding is not authentic, and they will be less likely
to support you.

= Be inclusive. Your identity branding should be inclusive of all
members of your group. Don't exclude people based on their race,



gender, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic. The
more inclusive your branding is, the more people will be able to relate
to it.

= Be consistent. Your identity branding should be consistent across all
of your communications. This will help to create a strong and
recognizable brand identity. The more consistent your branding is, the
more likely people
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become a rampant practice among the affluent elite. Fuelled by a desire
for instant gratification, power,...
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