
Leopard Gecko: An Incredible Pet for Reptile
Enthusiasts
Leopard geckos (Eublepharis macularius) are one of the most popular pet
reptiles due to their small size, docile nature, and striking appearance.
These hardy lizards are native to the dry, rocky regions of Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and parts of India. In the wild, they inhabit crevices and burrows,
emerging at night to hunt insects and small vertebrates.

Physical Appearance

Leopard geckos are small lizards, typically reaching a length of 7-10 inches
from head to tail. Their bodies are covered in small, overlapping scales that
give them a bumpy appearance. The most distinctive feature of leopard
geckos is their spotted pattern, which varies widely in color and pattern.
Some common morphs include albino, blizzard, and eclipse.
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Behavior and Temperament

Leopard geckos are generally docile and easy to handle. They are not
known to bite unless they feel threatened. However, it is important to
handle them with care, as their skin is delicate and can be easily damaged.

Leopard geckos are active at night and spend the day hiding in their
burrows. They are very curious and will often explore their surroundings
when given the opportunity. They are also known for their vocalizations,
which can include chirping, clicking, and barking sounds.

Housing
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Leopard geckos require a terrarium that is at least 10 gallons in size. The
terrarium should be equipped with a heat gradient, a hiding area, and a
water dish. The temperature on the warm side of the terrarium should be
between 85-90 degrees Fahrenheit, while the cool side should be between
70-75 degrees Fahrenheit.

Diet

Leopard geckos are insectivores and their diet consists primarily of
crickets, mealworms, and dubia roaches. It is important to feed them a
variety of insects to ensure that they are getting all the nutrients they need.

In addition to insects, leopard geckos can also be offered occasional treats,
such as pinky mice or waxworms. However, these treats should be given
sparingly, as they are high in fat.

Lifespan
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Leopard geckos have an average lifespan of 10-15 years in captivity.
However, with proper care and maintenance, they can live even longer.

Common Health Problems

Leopard geckos are generally healthy animals, but they can be susceptible
to a variety of health problems, including:

Metabolic bone disease (MBD)

Respiratory infections

Parasites

Skin infections

It is important to take your leopard gecko to the vet for regular checkups to
prevent and treat any health problems that may arise.

Leopard geckos are an excellent choice for reptile enthusiasts looking for a
small, easy-to-care-for pet. They are docile, have striking appearances,
and can live for many years with proper care and maintenance.
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