
Lighthouses of Connecticut and Block Island:
A Guide to the Historic Beacons of New
England
Nestled along the picturesque coastline of Connecticut and Block Island, a
series of historic lighthouses stand as sentinels of the past, guiding
mariners through stormy seas and treacherous shoals. These beacons of
light have played a pivotal role in safeguarding lives and facilitating trade
for centuries.

Each lighthouse boasts a unique story, steeped in maritime heritage and
local folklore. From the grand New London Ledge Lighthouse to the
charming Block Island Southeast Light, these architectural wonders have
witnessed countless maritime adventures and human dramas.
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In this comprehensive guide, we will embark on a journey to explore the
lighthouses of Connecticut and Block Island, delving into their history,
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architecture, and the captivating tales of the men and women who tended
these vital beacons.

The Lighthouses of Connecticut

New London Ledge Lighthouse

Perched precariously atop a rocky ledge off the coast of New London, the
New London Ledge Lighthouse has weathered countless storms since its
construction in 1909. This granite sentinel stands as a testament to the
engineering prowess of its builders, withstanding the relentless pounding of
the Atlantic Ocean.

The lighthouse's unique location offers breathtaking views of the
surrounding coastline, making it a popular destination for tourists and
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photographers alike. Visitors can marvel at the lighthouse's intricate
construction and learn about its vital role in guiding ships into New London
Harbor.

Sheffield Island Lighthouse

Nestled amidst the lush greenery of Sheffield Island, the Sheffield Island
Lighthouse is a picturesque octagonal structure that has guided mariners
since 1868. The lighthouse's distinctive design and quaint setting have
made it a beloved landmark of Long Island Sound.

Today, Sheffield Island is a popular destination for day trips and overnight
camping. Visitors can explore the lighthouse, hike along the island's nature
trails, and enjoy the tranquility of this coastal sanctuary.
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Pequot Lighthouse

At the mouth of the Connecticut River, the Pequot Lighthouse stands as a
graceful granite tower, marking the entrance to one of New England's
busiest waterways. The lighthouse's distinctive design and strategic
location have made it an important navigational aid for centuries.

The Pequot Lighthouse is accessible via a short ferry ride from the town of
Westbrook. Visitors can climb to the top of the lighthouse for panoramic
views of the river and Long Island Sound.

The Lighthouses of Block Island

Block Island North Lighthouse
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Soaring above the cliffs of Block Island's northernmost point, the Block
Island North Lighthouse is a towering white beacon that has guided ships
into Block Island Harbor since 1829. The lighthouse's stately design and
panoramic views make it a popular destination for visitors.

The Block Island North Lighthouse is open for tours during the summer
months. Visitors can climb to the top of the lighthouse for breathtaking
views of the island and the surrounding ocean.

Block Island Southeast Lighthouse
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On the southeastern shore of Block Island, the Block Island Southeast
Lighthouse is a charming red-roofed lighthouse that has served as a
beacon of hope for mariners since 1875. The lighthouse's picturesque
setting and distinctive design have made it a beloved landmark of the
island.
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The Block Island Southeast Lighthouse is open for tours during the summer
months. Visitors can explore the lighthouse's interior and learn about its
history and operation.

Great Salt Pond Breakwater Light

At the entrance to Great Salt Pond, the Great Salt Pond Breakwater Light is
a small but vital light that has guided boats into the pond's safe harbor
since 1847. The lighthouse's sturdy construction and strategic location
have made it an important navigational aid for centuries.

The Great Salt Pond Breakwater Light is not open for tours, but visitors can
admire its picturesque silhouette from the nearby beach.
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The lighthouses of Connecticut and Block Island are more than just
navigational aids; they are tangible links to our maritime past and enduring
symbols of human ingenuity. These beacons of light have guided mariners
through treacherous waters, witnessed countless tales of adventure and
tragedy, and continue to inspire awe and wonder in all who behold them.

Whether you embark on a lighthouse tour, hike along the scenic coastline,
or simply admire these architectural wonders from afar, the lighthouses of
Connecticut and Block Island offer a glimpse into the rich maritime heritage
of New England.
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