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The piano, a versatile and expressive instrument, has played a pivotal role
in the history of music. Its rich and evolving repertoire, spanning centuries,
has captivated audiences and left an indelible mark on the world of
classical music. This article delves into the fascinating world of piano
literature from the 17th to the 19th century, exploring the key composers,
their groundbreaking techniques, and the enduring legacy of their
masterpieces.

The Baroque Era (17th-18th Centuries)

The Baroque era witnessed a surge in keyboard music, with composers
experimenting with new forms and techniques. The harpsichord, a plucked
keyboard instrument, was the preferred choice for keyboard music during
this period.
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Johann Sebastian Bach
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Johann Sebastian Bach, the towering figure of the Baroque era, composed a vast
body of keyboard music, including the iconic "Well-Tempered Clavier" and the
"Goldberg Variations."

George Frederic Handel
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The Classical Era (18th-19th Centuries)

The Classical era marked a shift towards clarity, balance, and elegance in
music. The fortepiano, a precursor to the modern piano, emerged during
this period, offering a wider dynamic range and a more expressive sound.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, a child prodigy and one of the greatest composers of all

time, wrote numerous piano sonatas and concertos, renowned for their elegance and
lyrical beauty.

Ludwig van Beethoven
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The Romantic Era (19th Century)

The Romantic era brought a surge of emotion, drama, and virtuosity to
music. The piano became the dominant instrument for solo and chamber

music, with composers pushing the boundaries of technique and
expression.
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Frédéric Chopin

Frédéric Chopin, a master of the piano, composed exquisite nocturnes, études, and
mazurkas, renowned for their poetic and expressive qualities.

Franz Liszt
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The piano literature of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries represents a rich
and diverse tapestry of musical expression. From the intricate polyphony of
Baroque keyboard music to the elegant melodies of the Classical era and

the passionate virtuosity of the Romantic era, this music continues to
inspire and captivate audiences worldwide. The Frances Clark Library at

the University of Michigan houses a vast collection of rare and early music,
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including a significant collection of piano music from this period, providing a
valuable resource for scholars and music lovers alike.

Additional Resources

= Library of Congress Piano Music Collection
= New York Public Library Music Division

= The Cliburn: Explore the Piano
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