
Selection, Processing, and Care of Reeds: A
Comprehensive Manual for Clarinetists and
Saxophonists
Reeds are essential components of clarinets and saxophones, and their
quality and condition can significantly impact the instrument's sound and
performance. Proper selection, processing, and care of reeds are crucial
for musicians to achieve their desired musical expression and maintain
their instruments in optimal condition.
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Selecting the Right Reeds

Choosing the right reeds is a personal preference and depends on several
factors, including the instrument's bore and facing, the musician's playing
style, and the desired sound. Here are some key considerations:
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Reed strength: Strength refers to the thickness and stiffness of the
reed. Softer reeds (1-2) are easier to play but may produce less
volume and projection, while harder reeds (3-4+) are more resistant
but can provide greater volume and control.

Reed cut: The cut refers to the shape and profile of the reed's tip.
Different cuts can influence the reed's response, tone, and articulation.
Common cuts include filed, unfiled, and French filed.

Reed manufacturer: Different manufacturers produce reeds with
unique characteristics. Experimenting with different brands and models
can help musicians find the reeds that best suit their needs.

Reed age: Reeds mature and develop over time. Some musicians
prefer playing on new reeds, while others prefer older reeds that have
had time to "break in" and mellow in sound.

Processing Reeds

Once reeds are selected, they may need some processing to ensure
optimal performance. The most common processing techniques include:

1. Sanding: Gently sanding the tip of the reed can help remove any
rough edges or imperfections and improve the reed's response.

2. Soaking: Soaking the reed in water for a short period can soften it and
make it more pliable. The reed should be soaked for no more than a
few minutes, as prolonged soaking can damage the reed.

3. Adjusting the tip opening: Using a reed knife or fine sandpaper, the
tip opening of the reed can be slightly adjusted to improve the reed's



response and sound. This should be done with great care to avoid
damaging the reed.

Caring for Reeds

Proper care of reeds is essential for their longevity and performance. Here
are some tips:

Moisturizing: Reeds should be kept moist at all times. When not in
use, they should be stored in a sealed container with a humidifier or a
damp cloth.

Cleaning: Reeds should be cleaned regularly to remove saliva and
debris. This can be done by gently brushing the reed with a soft
toothbrush or using a reed cleaner.

Protectors: Reed protectors can help protect the reed from damage
when the instrument is not in use.

Identifying and discarding damaged reeds: Cracked, chipped, or
warped reeds should be discarded to avoid damaging the instrument
or mouthpiece.

Selecting, processing, and caring for reeds are essential aspects of clarinet
and saxophone playing. By understanding the different factors involved and
following the techniques described in this manual, musicians can optimize
the performance and lifespan of their reeds, allowing them to achieve their
desired musical expression.
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become a rampant practice among the affluent elite. Fuelled by a desire
for instant gratification, power,...
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