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Symphony No. 41 in C Major, K. 551, commonly known as the "Jupiter"
Symphony, is the last and most famous of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's 41
symphonies. Composed in 1788, it is considered one of the greatest works
of the Classical period and a masterpiece of orchestral writing.

Musical Structure

The symphony is structured in four movements:

1. Allegro vivace: This opening movement is characterized by its
energetic and joyful mood, with a main theme that is both memorable
and technically demanding for the orchestra. It is in sonata form with a
double exposition and a coda.

2. Andante cantabile: The second movement is a lyrical and expressive
adagio in F major. It features a beautiful melody that is played by the
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strings and then echoed by the woodwinds. This movement is in
ternary form (ABA).

3. Menuetto: Allegretto: The third movement is a lively minuet and trio in
C major. The minuet is in ternary form (ABA),while the trio is in binary
form (AA').

4. Allegro molto: The finale is a majestic and triumphant movement in C
major. It is in sonata form with a double exposition and a coda. The
main theme is based on a chorale-like melody that is played by the
brass. This movement is often considered to be one of the most
powerful and exciting finales in all of classical music.

Instrumentation

The symphony is scored for a large orchestra, consisting of the following
instruments:

2 flutes

2 oboes

2 clarinets in B-flat

2 bassoons

2 horns in C

2 trumpets in C

3 trombones

Timpani

Strings (violins, violas, cellos, and double basses)



Historical Significance

Symphony No. 41 was composed during a period of great personal and
financial turmoil for Mozart. Despite his struggles, he managed to create a
work that is full of joy, optimism, and grandeur. The symphony was
premiered in Prague in 1788 and was an instant success. It has since
become one of the most popular and frequently performed symphonies in
the world.

The symphony is often regarded as the culmination of the Viennese
Classical period. It is a work that perfectly balances elegance, grace, and
power. Mozart's mastery of orchestration and his ability to create
memorable melodies make Symphony No. 41 a true masterpiece of
classical music.

Notable Performances

Over the years, Symphony No. 41 has been performed by many of the
world's greatest orchestras and conductors. Some of the most notable
performances include:

The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Herbert von Karajan

The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Wilhelm Furtwängler

The Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra conducted by Bernard Haitink

The London Symphony Orchestra conducted by Georg Solti

The New York Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Leonard
Bernstein

Cultural Impact



Symphony No. 41 has had a profound impact on Western culture. It has
been used in countless films, television shows, and other media. The
symphony's main theme is also used as the theme music for the BBC's
long-running science fiction series Doctor Who.

Symphony No. 41 is a true masterpiece of classical music that continues to
inspire and delight audiences around the world. It is a testament to Mozart's
genius and a reminder of the power of music to uplift and enrich our lives.

Additional Resources

Symphony No. 41 in C Major, K. 551 "Jupiter" on Encyclopedia
Britannica

Symphony No. 41 in C Major, K. 551 "Jupiter" on AllMusic

Symphony No. 41 in C Major, K. 551 "Jupiter" performed by the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Herbert von Karajan on
YouTube
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