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Dimensions : 6 x 0.16 x 9 inches

Origins and Early History

The Blue Funnel Line traces its roots to 1866, when Alfred Holt & Company
established a shipping service between Liverpool and the Far East. The
company's distinctive blue funnel logo, inspired by the Holt family's coat of
arms, became synonymous with reliable and efficient cargo transportation.

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Blue Funnel Line
expanded its operations globally, establishing routes to Australia, New
Zealand, India, and the Americas. Its ships carried a wide range of
commodities, including tea, cotton, rubber, and manufactured goods.

Post-World War II Expansion

The outbreak of World War II severely disrupted global shipping, but the
Blue Funnel Line emerged from the conflict with its fleet depleted but intact.
In the post-war period, the company embarked on a period of rapid
expansion, acquiring new ships and establishing new trade routes.

The Blue Funnel Line played a pivotal role in the post-war economic
recovery, transporting vital goods to and from Europe, Asia, and North
America. Its ships also carried thousands of displaced persons and
immigrants seeking new opportunities.

Iconic Ships and Innovations
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The Blue Funnel Line operated a diverse fleet of ships, from classic cargo
vessels to sleek ocean liners. Some of its most famous ships include:

* Nestor: Launched in 1954, the Nestor was one of the largest and most
modern cargo ships of its time. It was the first Blue Funnel Line ship to
feature a fully automated engine room. * Anchises: A refrigerated cargo
ship launched in 1957, the Anchises was designed to transport perishable
goods from New Zealand to Britain. * Royal Scotsman: A passenger liner
launched in 1931, the Royal Scotsman provided a luxurious transatlantic
service between Britain and Canada.

The Blue Funnel Line also pioneered numerous technological innovations
in the shipping industry, including:

* Containerization: The company was one of the first to adopt
containerization, a method of transporting goods in standardized
containers, which revolutionized global trade. * Roll-on/Roll-off (RoRo)
vessels: The Blue Funnel Line developed RoRo ships that could load and
unload vehicles and other wheeled cargo directly onto and off the vessel.

Ellerman Lines Merger

In 1972, the Blue Funnel Line merged with Ellerman Lines, another
prominent British shipping company. The merger created one of the largest
shipping groups in the world, with a vast fleet of merchant ships and
container vessels.

Legacy and Impact

The Blue Funnel Line played a significant role in British and global maritime
history, connecting continents and facilitating international trade. Its ships



transported vital goods, carried millions of passengers, and supported the
post-war economic recovery.

The company's legacy lives on in the modern shipping industry. Many of its
former ships continue to sail under different flags, and the Blue Funnel Line
brand is still associated with reliability and quality.

The Blue Funnel Line was a post-World War II British Merchant Navy titan
that played a pivotal role in global trade and transportation. Its iconic ships,
technological innovations, and enduring legacy continue to shape the
maritime industry today.
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