
The Footlights Fore and Aft: A Rich History of
Cambridge Comedy

The Footlights is a prestigious comedy club at the University of Cambridge
in England. Known for its long and illustrious history, it has produced some
of the most famous comedians, actors, and writers in the world. This article
will explore the history of the Footlights, its famous alumni, and its impact
on British comedy.

The Early Years

The Footlights was founded in 1883 as a dining club for undergraduates at
Cambridge University. The club's name is derived from the term "footlights,"
which refers to the row of lights placed at the front of a stage. In the early
years, the Footlights was primarily a social club, but it soon began to
organize theatrical productions. These productions were initially performed
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in the club's own rooms, but they later moved to larger venues, such as the
Cambridge Arts Theatre.
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The Rise of the Footlights

In the early 20th century, the Footlights began to gain a reputation for
producing high-quality comedy. The club's productions became increasingly
popular, and they began to attract attention from outside Cambridge. In
1921, the Footlights performed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival for the first
time, and they quickly became a regular fixture at the festival.

The Footlights also began to produce a number of successful radio and
television shows. In 1951, the club launched the long-running radio show
"I'm Sorry, I'll Read That Again," which featured many of the club's most
famous alumni. In 1965, the Footlights launched the television show "Monty
Python's Flying Circus," which became one of the most popular and
influential comedy shows of all time.

Famous Alumni

FREE

https://narrator.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkJnNml0SytpY0toMm1nRjZSbjNyODVHU0xVeisxVDh6a2pra21kNE53ZEFlNjZBMXB2VWJZa2xLQkhMTHpBTmNVXC9FaUJYT1wvYUxOUUtCUXY4aDBCTmlYRkJCTUhvclJhUTRiQTUxZnc1TVVzd3ZRbXp1RXVLclJNRzhGMUR0UTVmUGVycU9LRmRLQnkzQzlDYkJiQ2FsdVZlenZqNmRmbDVxMmpoNUloaWh1M250NDROWXRxVUhJNUlhXC8xNHhUViIsIml2IjoiNDdiZGI2MjgwYjVkMmMyMDU3ODE3ODk2NDZhMzViNWEiLCJzIjoiZmE4YTNjNGY0ZGYyMDkzZCJ9
https://narrator.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjJiU05yaloxNU1OblwvMmNTcWNONmpxRkd5Vk41VkFuSTRkWDNlNldSWCtlMFhpNGs0UGJMbktaMm5xMlwvcW1FelRaZE0xbTBsdFhQWmdtSDFLQUpwa1RmNllWTGIrUnlXNTI4RVwvSlRSdHpsaGhOSytFWE5ERTdyVjBic0pGMTFrQlAxQWQwbzFUOWdBXC80cjJtYXk0cWpMXC9GWlZ5NFdrVmgrY1BiNHlOMnV0N1BiV3pQc2Q4YmNVcVF6TXVMSTQwIiwiaXYiOiI1MjljNjZiYzZjMzBlY2YyMjhkMGEzNWYwMzRkNGQzYyIsInMiOiJhOTVhMWIxMTAzZjJmNDcwIn0%3D
https://narrator.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImhsZHI5dEo4MDhsUGdFMDJQNFRma0syY1c4QTQrc1VFOHRiV3lyZ0xxYTBHTHFqaDR6eDh3Z1pHSzI4dXBvTk43eXRXXC9LRmFkTkRPWXlGSlwvRXVQU1NIek1qZlo0NWJ0R2JScSs2TDBtSGhiK0tCcGszYmxsTStZTzhwbVFTV1NKT1l0K0N3NWIzcHJFM0ZcL2I0djc1ZStoTGtGYWlUaEdVb3J2RlhGY25VWTBWbzJGR1NvUzBKNlJYanNNaWFrZiIsIml2IjoiYjI4MzQyNGU4ZGNmMjkwMjVlYWIzZGJkYzZkYzVlZTciLCJzIjoiMDNjMGU2ZTdlOGJkN2RiYiJ9


The Footlights has produced a long list of famous alumni, including:

* Graham Chapman * John Cleese * Eric Idle * Terry Jones * Michael Palin
* Terry Gilliam * Rowan Atkinson * Hugh Laurie * Stephen Fry * Emma
Thompson * Sacha Baron Cohen * David Mitchell * Robert Webb * Olivia
Colman * Phoebe Waller-Bridge

These alumni have gone on to achieve great success in comedy, acting,
writing, and other fields. They have helped to shape the landscape of
British comedy and have brought joy to millions of people around the world.

The Footlights Today

The Footlights continues to be a thriving comedy club at Cambridge
University. The club produces a number of shows each year, and it
regularly tours the United Kingdom and abroad. The Footlights also
continues to produce a number of successful radio and television shows.

The club is open to all Cambridge University students, and it is a great way
to meet new people, make friends, and learn about comedy. The Footlights
is a unique and special place, and it has played a major role in the
development of British comedy.

The Footlights is a comedy club with a long and illustrious history. It has
produced some of the most famous comedians, actors, and writers in the
world. The club continues to be a thriving comedy club at Cambridge
University, and it is a great way to meet new people, make friends, and
learn about comedy. The Footlights is a unique and special place, and it
has played a major role in the development of British comedy.
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