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Word sorts are a powerful tool for teaching letter name alphabetic spellers
how to decode and encode words. They help students to develop
phonemic awareness, phonics, and spelling skills. By sorting words into
different categories, students learn to identify the common features of
words and to apply those features to their own writing.
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How to Use Word Sorts

There are many different ways to use word sorts. Here is a general
overview of the process:

1. Choose a set of words that are related in some way. For example, you
could choose words that all begin with the same letter, or words that
have the same vowel sound.
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2. Have students sort the words into different categories. For example,
students could sort words into categories such as "words that begin
with the letter A," "words that have the short a sound," or "words that
have the long e sound."

3. Discuss the different categories with students. Help them to identify the
common features of the words in each category.

4. Have students practice applying the features of each category to their
own writing. For example, students could practice writing words that
begin with the letter A, or words that have the short a sound.

Downloads from the Words Their Way Series

The Words Their Way series is a comprehensive resource for teaching
spelling and phonics. The series includes a variety of downloadable
resources, including word sorts. The following are some of the word sorts
that are available from the Words Their Way series:

Word Sort: Letter Name Alphabetic Spellers

Word Sort: Beginning Consonant Blends

Word Sort: Ending Consonant Blends

Word Sort: Diphthongs

Word Sort: Vowel Teams

Word sorts are a valuable tool for teaching letter name alphabetic spellers
how to decode and encode words. The Words Their Way series provides a
variety of downloadable word sorts that can be used to teach a variety of



phonics skills. By using word sorts, teachers can help students to develop
the skills they need to become successful readers and writers.
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